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Abstract:  
Join me on a journey to a world where healthcare interoperability is a reality.  We will examine what this could mean for provid-
ers, for patients, and for a learning health system.  We will discuss the role of HL7 (Health Level 7) FHIR (Fast Healthcare Interop-
erability Resources) and public policy in helping to make true interoperability a reality.   
 

Learning Objectives:  
• List and discuss the benefits of healthcare interoperability. 

• Describe how HL7 FHIR can enable interoperability. 

• Identify and discuss public policy efforts designed to move the country towards interoperable health it. 
 

Bio:  
Virginia has been working in health informatics for almost 3 decades.  She is a senior technical architect at NewYork-Presbyterian Hospital (NYP) 
where she has a history of experience focusing on solving real-world interoperability problems.  More recently her focus has been on helping the 
organization in implementing regulatory programs involving electronic health records and interoperability.  She is a champion of standards-
based interoperability and is especially proud of her 25 years of active service to HL7 (Health Level 7), an international developer of healthcare 
interoperability standards.  She serves on their Technical Steering Committee, co-chairs the Organizational Support Division, and chairs the Edu-
cation Advisory Council.  She also represents NYP in the CARIN Alliance which focuses on consumer directed interoperability and assists inte-
grating the Healthcare Enterprise in their North American Connectathons as a test monitor.  Virginia also serves on the faculty in the Depart-
ment of Biomedical Informatics at Columbia University.  She runs the Certification of Professional Achievement in Health IT, a 12-credit graduate 
level intensive part-time program that uses innovative blended learning to support working professionals.  She developed 5 units on interopera-
bility for the ONC Workforce Curriculum, a curriculum used in colleges across the country.  She also serves as the department’s interoperability 
standards educator and advisor and co-chairs the new Columbia HL7 FHIR (Fast Healthcare Interoperability Resources) Lab.  She presented at 
numerous conferences and guest lectures on interoperability, and has been called to deliver testimony in Washington.  

Continuing Medical Education Credits: The School of Medicine, State University of New York at Stony Brook, is accredited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Edu-
cation to provide continuing medical education for physicians. The School of Medicine, State University of New York at Stony Brook designates this live activity for a maximum of 
1.00 AMA PRA Category 1 Credit(s)™.  Physicians should only claim the credit commensurate with the extent of  their participation in the activity.  
Disclosure Policy: All those in control of CME content are expected to disclose any relevant financial relationship with a commercial interest (defined as any entity producing, market-
ing, reselling, or distributing health care goods or services consumed by, or used on, patients) that relates to the content that will be discussed in the educational presentation. All com-
mercial relationships that create a conflict with the planners, speakers, authors’ control of content must be resolved before the educational activity occurs. 
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